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to the knowledge, skills and rules acquired from generation to generation,
and is used by artists and designers in their works (paintings, sculptures,
frescoes, etc.), as well as by artisans to decorate various handicrafts. Given
the importance of Arabic calligraphy as one of the Arab and Islamic culture
components in general, and a component of intangible cultural heritage in
particular, Saudi Arabia, in cooperation with 15 Arab countries under the
auspices of ALECSO, managed the joint efforts to register the element of
Arabic Calligraphy: Knowledge, Skills and Practices in the representative
list of the intangible cultural heritage of UNESCO. It was registered on
December 14, 2021, and the registration of Arabic calligraphy in the
UNESCO list is the culmination of the efforts of the Saudi Ministry of
Culture, which professionally managed the registration file, and launched
the initiative “Year of Arabic Calligraphy,” which included many events and
activities throughout 2020 and 2021.

m Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



e Al-Sadu knitting

Al-Sadu knitting is one of the most prominent traditional and creative
handicrafts in the Kingdom. The inhabitants of the Arabian Peninsula have
practiced it since ancient times to meet the basic needs of society. Over
time, it has become one of the mostimportant aspects and forms ofhuman
and cultural heritage in the Kingdom. This handicraft is distinguished by
its different designs, delicate decorations, and cheerful colors. Registered
in 2020, the art of Al-Sadu weaving acquires a very important cultural
and heritage dimension in Saudi society. Cherishing the cultural heritage
attached to this handicraft, Al-Sadu was used in designing the logo for the
G20 Summit, hosted by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 2020.

« Arabic calligraphy

Arabic calligraphy is a symbol of Arab identity and is one of the
leading arts in highlighting the aesthetics of the Arabic language, and has
contributed - throughout the ages - to publishing the Arab and Islamic
culture, and religious texts between different cultures and peoples. This
unique art has gone through many stages of development, recruitment

and innovation, and it is practiced by professional calligraphers according

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector m



o Al-Qatt Al-Asiri
Registered in 2017, Al-Qatt Al-Asiri is one of the most important

traditional arts passed down through generations. It is based on the
decoration and ornament of the interior walls of houses. The Asir Region
is uniquely famous for Al-Qatt Al-Asiri, which makes it stand out among
other regions of the Kingdom; women from the region are highly skilled in
producing Al-Qatt Al-Asiri. They have excelledand masteredit to perfection
since ancient times in decorating and ornamenting the interior walls of
their homes with vertical and horizontal parallel lines. It is still passed down
through generations as is so far thriving and flourishing widely.

+ Datepalm

Registered in 2019, date palm is the main source for many handicrafts,
trades, traditions, customs, and social and cultural practices associated
with palm trees. Additionally, date palmis one of the most important crops
that uniquely characterizes the Kingdom, beyond compare, among the

countries of the world.

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



« Arabian Coffee

Arabian coffee was registered
in 2015, given its subtly unique
position in Saudi society. It is one
of the most important elements
of hospitality and warm reception
passed down for hundreds of years.
Of great note, hardly is any occasion
held without offering Arabic coffee
as it is associated with the Arab
customs and traditions. Coffee
per se is a symbol of generosity,
munificence, magnanimity, and
hospitality. It is a beverage that has

specialrrituals and traditions in Saudi
society, in addition to being one of the professional sources and handicrafts
for many coffee-making people.

e Flute

Playing oboe or flute, which was registered in 2016, is one of the most
famous performing arts in the Western Region of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia. It is dominated by enthusiasm through singsongs. This is often
accompanied by the high skills and virtuoso performance in playing with
the stick and dancing to musical rhythms. This art is a handicraft for those
who master and practice it professionally as a livelihood.

l’}
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Saudisociety because of its heritage connotations steepedin sociocultural
awareness. AL-ARDAH is one of the first arts widely used in celebrations
on various occasions, whether they are official or popular occasions. Some
folkloric bands that perform them on occasions have professionalized such
dancing patterns; their practice has become a handicraft or a profession
for certain people.

« Arabian Majlis

The Arabian Majlis has many social dimensions. Registered in 2015, Al
Majlis is part of the authentic socio-cultural heritage and identity. Al Majlis
is a special place dedicated to receiving guests, holding meetings, events,
and social gatherings, and communicating between people in general. It
represents animportant legacy that reflects the values of communication
as a sociocultural component in society. In Al Majlis, guests are received
andhonored, social issues are discussed, conflicts are resolved, and events
are held. It also includes summer gatherings to enhance communication
between relatives, families, and various segments of society. Al Majlis is

also an authentic handicraft.

m Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



« Falconry

Falconry means hunting wild
animals using breeding and training
birds of prey. It requires exercising
great patience. Training one falcon
takes about 30 up to 40 days. Given
the importance of the handicraft
attached to sports and cultural
heritage, it was registered in 2012.

Falconry, inter alia, is steeped in
the Saudi cultural heritage, which

cherishes sports, such as hunting
and other trades and handcrafts |
associated with fun, excitement, i
and sports activities.

« Najdi Ardah

The Najdi Ardah is one of the most prominent performing arts in the
Kingdom. Itis anart that combines poetry, brandishing ceremonial swords,
dancing and drumming. It was registered in 2015. The Saudi Dancing

Singsong Troupe, locally termed AL-ARDAH, is of particular importance in

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



The handcraft gifts project was launched with (90) handicraft products.
Itis manufactured by certified artisans and craftsmen in the regions of the
Kingdom to be presented to the Government guests on special occasions.
Such handicraft gifts include shields and wooden works, Al-Sadu products,
elegant wooden boxes, ceramic and pottery products, silver works,
heritage ornaments, and others.

In addition to the decision made by the Council of Ministers, confirming
the Government concerted efforts to develop the handicraft sector in a
balanced and sustainable manner that achieves cultural diversity and arich
economy, the Royal Decree was issued (12/29/1431 AH) to officially direct
that gifts offered to foreign persons and guests have to be handicraft
products. In this context, the National Handicrafts Program in close
coordination with the concerned institutions and individuals will select
and collect the appropriate handicraft products in a booklet distributed to
government agencies to choose handicraft gifts.

Crafts registered in the intangible cultural heritage
of UNESCO

Handcrafts registered at the UNESCO Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage contains (463) elements that contribute to
introducing and raising awareness of intangible heritage and highlight
the cultural traditions and skills home to local communities in various
countries of the world. The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is uniquely steeped
in authentic and diverse elements of history and cultural heritage.
Taken together, the UNESCO registered (8) components of the Saudi
local heritage in the UNESCO Representative List of the Intangible
Cultural Heritage: date palms, falconry, Najd Dancing Singsong
Troupe, Arabic coffee, majlis, mizmar (traditional group performance
and stick song-dance and singsong), Al-Qatt Al-Asiri, and Al-Sadu
weaving. They are all components related to the handicraft sector,
either directly, such as Al-Sadu and Al-Qatt Al-Asiri, or indirectly, such
as date palms, falconry, Najd Dancing Troupe, Arabic coffee, majlis,
and mizmar, along with the handicrafts or professional works that
they provide.
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« Considering that handicrafts are not mere goals in themselves;
rather, they are tools that can contribute to achieving the goals of
comprehensive development in the Kingdom, through increased
income, diversification of work, investment, and productivity.

Production of official handicraft gifts for state guests
Theinitiative to produce officialhandicraft gifts for state guestsis one of
the important initiatives within the framework of the government support
and keenness to develop the handicraft sector. It effectively contributes
to raising the demand for handicraft products made by national artisans
and craftsmen. The said project, which was approved by the Council of
Ministers (6/19/1429 AH) aims to highlight the cultural components and
heritage landmarks that characterize the Kingdom, enhancing handicraft
sustainability, providing additional income for artisans and craftsmen,
and introducing the heritage identity by providing locally handmade gifts
inspired by the Kingdom's heritage. The locally handcrafted gifts fall into

several categories:
« Handcrafted Gifts for VIPs (VVIP).
» Handcrafted Gifts for VIPs (VIP).
« Handcrafted Gifts, souvenirs.
o Office Set Gifts.
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National strategy for handicraft development

As a result of the socioeconomic transformations that the Kingdom
has undergone, the handicraft sector has been neglected for some time.
It had a great impact on the decline of craftsmanship, despite the great
efforts made by various institutions in encouraging artisans and craftsmen
to bringabreath of fresh air. This includes the National Festival for Heritage
and Culture-themed Al Janadriyah. However, such efforts were below
expectations to transform the handicraft activities into a sector that
effectively contributes to the economic and social development programs
in the Kingdom.

Therefore, the government of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has
taken the initiative to develop an integrated vision for the development
of trades and handicrafts. The ministerial committee mandated and
entrusted with following up on the handicraft project felt it was necessary
to develop a comprehensive national strategy that addresses all issues
facing the handicraft sector and identifies the support entity. A national
strategy for the development of handicrafts has already been developed,
in which specialists from all relevant authorities within the Kingdom and
international experts in handcrafts made huge contributions. It was
approved by the Shura Council as an economic project that contributes to
the development ofinvestment and the creation of more job opportunities
for the citizens of the Kingdom. The strategy includes a set of foundations:

« Respecting the social, economic, and cultural context of the
Kingdom's national heritage.

« Creatingample opportunities forindividualand collective initiatives
aimed at bringing a breath of fresh air to handicrafts in reality, while
avoiding negatively affecting and developing handicrafts in the
Kingdom.

« Building on existing efforts.

« Showingrespect for the cultural diversity in handicrafts.

«  Promoting equal distribution of capabilities and projects among
the regions of the Kingdom.

» Relying on the results of research studies related to handcrafts
conducted by governmental and non-governmental agencies.
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Charles International Foundation. It is a non-profit, non-governmental
organization that develops handicrafts in various areas of the world while
providingjob opportunities for local communities. It also helps artisans and
craftsmen to acquire new skills and experiences and add more innovations
and modern touches to their production lines.

Handicraft exhibitions and events

Exhibitions and events are one of the main pillars of introducing and
maintaining the Kingdom's cultural heritage and promoting its cultural
values. Craftsmanship is one of the aspects of cultural heritage. The
Heritage Commission has organized several events inside and outside
the Kingdom. Key exhibitions and events, where the Heritage Commission
made contributions and evinced robust engagement in 2021 include
the following:

« The activities of the Saudi Horse Cup (February 20 of 202), during
which various handicraft products were displayed, such as Al-Sadu
works, woodwork carving and inlaying, carpentry, scarf-weaving
made of Al-Sadu for the winning horse of the Saudi Cup.

« The activities of the World Heritage Day in AL-MURABBAA District
(April 21 of 2021), lasted for five days. Products such as ornaments,
rosaries, beads, sculptures, Arabic calligraphy were displayed.

The Cooperation Association participated in the activities for display

and production promotional purposes.

Geographical distribution for artisans and craftsmen

About 76% of the craftsmen are distributed among six regions:
Makkah, Riyadh, Al-Madinah, Eastern Region, Asir, Tabuk, and Al-Jouf. 30%
of the craftsmen in the Kingdom work in five main trades and handicrafts:
hand embroidery, Al-Sadu, aromatic herbs, traditional sweets, and
wickerwork products. The rest of artisans and craftsmen of both genders
work in more than 40 handicraft groups, based on different climatic
zones, geographical nature and population. This reflects the diversity of
handicrafts in the Kingdom. It also indicates the rich cultural heritage of
crafts and handicrafts passed down through generations.
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work to develop high-quality products, especially since the hotel sector
is a real market that provides a large number of important investment
opportunities for artisans and craftsmen of both genders.

As part of the work to develop Saudi handicraft projects, a training and
handicraft production center was established in the historic city center of
Jeddah, as well as the Qatt Al-Asiri development project in the Asir region.
MOU for cooperation programs was signed between BAREA and tourist
accommodation facilities of all types. The said MOU comes within efforts
to further support handicrafts for economic and investment purposes
within the main objectives of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques
Program for Cultural Heritage for the Kingdom. The project has a special
focus placed to contribute to the use of the Saudi handicraft products in
the hotel and resort sector along with various accommodation facilities to
introduce the Kingdom's distinctive cultural heritage of handicrafts. It also
includes supporting preservation efforts made for cultural heritage and
handicrafts, introducing the skills of craftsmen and artisans, and ensuring
their continuum and passing down through generations.

Among the important services provided by the BAREA program to the
sector is the cooperation with local and international experts in providing

technical, vocational, professional, and occupational advice regarding the
use of handicraft products in the interior and exterior designs of hotels
through joint projects. Key projects include the joint project between
BAREA and the Mountain Turquoise Foundation, affiliated with the Prince
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The Company also seeks to develop the quality of handicraft products
acrossalltheregions ofthe Kingdom, by supportingthe basic,intermediate,
and complementary businesses and activities necessary to implement
the various activities in the sector. Equally important, it provides many
services to artisans and craftsmen of both genders, including marketing
and promotion of handicraft products and heritage gifts, creating a brand
for handicraft products, in addition to organizing their exhibitions and
conferences. It is hoped that the Company will contribute to increasing the
number of artisans and craftsmen of both genders in the various regions
of the Kingdom. This also includes increasing the handicraft products and
their availability throughout the year, making them available in different
designs, sizes, and colors, as well as contributing to raising the demand
for handicraft gifts by raising the level of quality, using the best materials
according to the highest international specifications and standards.

Cooperation project with hotels in handicraft products
The National Handicraft Program BAREA launched a project to benefit
from the Saudi handicraft products in hotels, through an MOU signed with
several major hotels in the Kingdom to employ such handicraft products
in rooms, corridors, lounges, reception halls, and restaurants, in addition
to opening a new line to produce handicraft gifts and souvenirs for guests.
The project benefits from the products of more than 500 artisans and
craftsmen. It aims to develop a production line that makes Saudi handicraft
products essential in hotels. Equally important, such handicraft products
keep pace with the international style to reach optimal professionalism.
This includes the production of handicraft gifts for hotel guests, focusing
on main products: Al-Qatt Al-Asiri and various associated applications,
woodwork (windows of architectural patterns, traditional doors, latticework,
and oriels), gypsum decorations, and other aesthetically decorated works.
This project provides continued additional income for artisans and
craftsmen of both genders, participating in the project for a period ranging
between three and four years. This also includes the most comprehensive
positive impact, which is the establishment of an industry with production
lines, learning about the needs of customers, and providing professional
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market to achieve an added value to the national economy. It also supports
local traditional artisans and craftsmen by providing them with tools, raw
materials, and high-end designs, in addition to holding training programs
for artisans and craftsmen of both genders, setting quality control
mechanisms, and marketing high-quality handicrafts products.

The Saudi Trades and Crafts Company aims to organize the sector of
crafts and handicrafts, address random marketing to reduce the difficulties
facing the sector., encourage artisans and craftsmen to further improve
their skills, and open up investment areas in the sector. This is done by
developing designs and optimizing the use of the materials used, which
will reflect positively on the quality of handicraft products and develop the
performance of artisans and craftsmen. The objectives of the Company
are based on a commercial and developmental methodology that ensures
upgrading the services provided and achieving rewarding returns for
artisans and craftsmen along with the local communities surrounding the
sites to be developed. This also includes organizing the handicraft sector
to develop it into an economic activity characterized by the quality of
production and contribute to providing job opportunities and improving

economic conditions in the regions.
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and craftsmen through handicraft centers located in various regions of
the Kingdom. In this context, six new clients from hotels, companies and
ministries were signed, 200 handicraft designs were developed for eleven
handicrafts, 300 pieces were reproduced, 25 handicrafts were registeredin
the handicraft atlas. Two Memoranda of Understanding (MOU) were signed:
the first one was with the Human Resources Development Fund HADAF to
support the efforts to rehabilitate and employ the national workforce in
the private sector. The second one is with the Social Development Bank to
provide ample opportunities for artisans and craftsmen to benefit from the
financing pathways provided by the Bank in financing small and emerging
projects, and to enable them to contribute active and influential roles in
the economic renaissance of the Kingdom and promote the executive
program with the Ministry of Culture in the Arab Republic of Egypt, and the
Ministry of Tourism, Culture and Sports of South Korea.

Considering the number of registered artisans and artisans, we find
that the Makkah Region (1077 registered artisans and craftsmen) has
been at the forefront in the Kingdom, followed by the Eastern Region (647
registered artisans and craftsmen), and the Riyadh region (603 registered
artisans and craftsmen).

Saudi trades and crafts company

The Saudi Trades and Crafts Company is one of the Authority
Commission initiatives in the National Transformation Program, and the
Council of Ministers approved its establishment within the initiatives of
the National Transformation Program 2020 to develop and market Saudi
handicraft products in the local and global markets, based on the fact that
the program is the first step towards embodying the Kingdom Vision 2030
as an approach and a map for economic development in the Kingdom. It
develops directions, general policies, goals, and commitments for the
Company to be a leading model at all levels. The National Transformation
Program has appropriated SAR 208 million for the Saudi Trades and Crafts
Company to support its vital roles in preserving the cultural heritage of
national arts and handicrafts. This alsoincludes refining the skills of artisans
and craftsmen in the sector and expanding the scope of the handicraft
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National handicraft register

The National Handicraft Register represents an integrated database.
It includes name, civil registry number, age, gender, and all essential
information for program reference. Such available information helps to
document the distinct human resources and elements in the sector. It also
facilitates the procedures for extracting identification cards for artisans
and craftsmen of both genders during their participation in local and
international events with periodic updating. The artisan and craftsman
card approved by the Heritage Commission has been issued and handed
over to registered artisans and craftsmen. The total number so far is
(4,667) artisans and craftsmen of both genders.

The National Handicraft Register also contributed to the development
of 880 artisans and craftsmen of both genders. They completed 132
designs and 4,400 handicraft pieces serving hotels, Saudi Airlines, and
three branches of SOUGHA stores that were established within the
handicraft stores project.

It aims to contribute to the transformation of handicrafts into an
industry with economic returns and to market the products of artisans
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(new). It provides training in three handicrafts: wickerwork, woodwork,
and pottery.

e Asirregion

The Handicraft Creativity Center at the Visitors Center in Rijal Almaa
village (new). It provides training in three handicrafts: “Al-Qatt Al-Asiri, Al-
Asiri Costume, and Al- Al-Asiri Qa'id.

« Riyadhregion
The Mud-House Handicraft Center (reoperation). It provides training
in three handicrafts: ornaments, sewing, embroidery, and woodwork.

« Qassimregion

The Handicraft Creativity Center in the MUSKIF Market in the Unaizah
governorate (reoperation). It aims to provide training in three handicrafts:
ornaments and jewelry, wickerwork, and gypsum work. The Handicraft
Creativity Center at the Crafts Market, in Buraidah, (reoperation. It aims to
provide training in three handicrafts: traditional fashion, olive oil rosaries,
and woodwork.

+ Tabuk region

The Handicraft Centerin Tabuk Station (new). It aims to provide training
in the three handicrafts: embroidery of traditional costumes, woodwork,
and Al-Sadu.

e Al-Joufregion

The Handicraft Creativity Center at the Old Emirate Palace at DUMAT
AL-JANDAL (new). It aims to provide training in three handicrafts: sewing
traditional costumes, soap making, jewelry, and rosaries.

* Medinaregion

The Handicraft Creativity Center in Prince Muhammad bin Abdul Aziz
Garden (new). Trainingis conductedin three handicrafts: wickerwork, sewing
and embroidery of traditional costumes, and gypsum work and decoration.
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sales project that seeks to present products to the market through
marketing outlets or direct supply.

The framework in each handicraft creativity center includes multiple
activities for training, product development, marketingand sales activities.
The handicraft creativity centers have unique locations within the tourist
sites and pathways in the regions of the Kingdom. As such, tourists can
enjoy the live performances of artisans and craftsmen, practicing their
crafts and handicrafts. This encourages them to purchase handicraft
products from their direct sources.

The experience of the handicraft centers has achieved remarkable
success, attracting wide engagement of artisans and craftsmen of
both genders. Various aspects of support are provided to practice their
activities, develop their handicraft products, after furnishingand equipping
the Center with all the capabilities it needs, including the materials and
equipment to enable artisans and craftsmen to present distinctive displays
of products and handicrafts within the centers.

The centers also contribute to sharing experiences across artisans and
craftsmen of both genders and the enhancement of experiences through
practice and training in the production of various handicrafts. This also
includes a contribution to organizing and holding events and participating
in festivals related to the cultural heritage sector, whether in the region
in which the center is located and other regions within the Kingdom or in
similar events abroad. In addition, the centers are outlets that facilitate
selling handicraft products.

As 2021 was coming to a close, there are (17) handicraft centers in
various regions of the Kingdom, after the Heritage Commission added (9)
centers to the operating list, including (5) new centers, and (4) centers that
were re-operated to train (40-60) artisans and craftsmen. The centers are
divided into different regions:

- Easternregion

The Handicraft Creativity Center at the Amiri School (reoperation). It
provides training in three handicrafts: gypsum work, copper hammering,
and full-length garments. The Handicraft Creativity Center at Qasr Sahoud
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Handicraft creativity centers
The Heritage Commission is concerned with supporting handicraft

centers in all regions of the Kingdom. It aims to enhance and reach more
advanced handicraft products at the local and international levels, in
addition to encouraging creative artisans and craftsmen to practice their
crafts and handicrafts on a permanent and stable basis, while creating
outlets to market their products to target customers.

The handicraft creativity centers are one of the initiatives of the
National Handicraft Program BAREA, which operates handicraft creativity
centers that contain several facilities to serve artisans and craftsmen
in terms of providing training venues, sales, exhibitions, and associated
services, such as management and others, in conjunction with the
development of the handicraft register system within the BAREA smart
portal project to attract and include all artisans and craftsmen and their
products. This also includes operating the Saudi Handicrafts Company
to market and supply products and gifts and establish a reference for
handicraft designs and handicraft designers, through a digital center for
the Saudi handicraft designs, concerned with documenting all heritage
designs for those registered in the handicraft register, and the handicraft
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Equally important, the program also aims to support and encourage
the existing programs of crafts and handicrafts at present and optimize
local raw materials, protect and develop them while preserving the natural
environment, develop local products and methods of their production,
and develop cooperation and marketing methods for their products of
cultural, social and economic crafts. This also includes providing more job
opportunities andincreasing the income of citizens, creating skilled craftsmen
and employing themin preserving urban heritage and archaeological sites,
supporting and encouraging charities and voluntary committees, active
craftsmanship, and development of crafts and handicrafts in different
societies to develop the handicraft sector, while enabling artisans and
craftsmen to benefit from health and retirement insurance.

The program is also seeking to promote the efforts of the Professional
Association for Craftsmen to make their voices heard and communicate
requirements to organizational and economic decision-makers, support
and market activities, services to the Internet, following the footsteps
of global websites of crafts and handicrafts. It also seeks to transfer the
Saudi international crafts and handicrafts through the National Crafts
and Industries in the Saudi Chambers Board, as well as approving a law of
crafts and handicrafts aimed at developing a systematic framework for all
related crafts and industries, to be developed in a balanced and sustainable
manner, as well as the organization of provisions for artisans and craftsmen
as a major component of the national heritage in the Kingdom. This also
includes signing agreements with new parties that facilitate financing and
strengthening partnerships through which the program aims to support
handicraft activities.

Theadoption ofthe SaudiHandicraft Company, as part of the initiatives
of the National Transformation Program in the Custodian of the Two Holy
Mosques Program to Take Care of the Kingdom Cultural Heritage, is a very
important step in the framework of the Heritage Commission efforts to
develop the quality of handicraft products in the regions of the Kingdom
and to carry out all basic, intermediate and complementary actions and
activities necessary to carry out aspects of the activity that are consistent
with the Company's objectives.
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The program seeks to organize and develop the sector of crafts and
handicrafts to make it a support resource of the national economy. It
contributes to providing job opportunities for citizens, increasing income,
highlighting heritage, providing competitive and marketable products
inside and outside the Kingdom, creating an institutional framework for
the development and management of the sector, improving the image
of craftsmanship in the Kingdom, benefiting from distinguished artisans
and craftsmen, transferring their expertise, developing capacity-building,
and skills to train young generations. This also includes facilitating funding
and encouraging investment in crafts and handicrafts to increase their
contribution to local products, while preparing and guiding graduates of
both genders specialized in management, economics, and plastic and
applied arts to work in the handicraft sector as developers, contractors

and investors.
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advance the heritage sector and craftsmanship, support and encourage
artisans and craftsmen, and provide the required capabilities permanently
to develop and invest in capacity-building.

Among these programs is the digital marketing skills training program
for artisans and craftsmen, organized by the Heritage Commission in
close cooperation with the Google Skills Platform and lasted for about
six months. The Heritage Commission supported craftsmanship in
the Kingdom and rehabilitated artisans and craftsmen. The workshops
of the program attracted a great turnout, intake, and engagement of
both genders, coming from different regions of the Kingdom. Twenty-
four training sessions were held, half of which were devoted to training
on crafts and handicrafts and associated products. Several craftsmen
trainers delivered productive lectures, while the other half of the sessions
touched on the basics of digital marketing, introducing such crafts and
handicrafts, how to market final outputs and products, the steps for
creating marketing plans, and establishing websites, provided by the
MAHARAT platform.

The Heritage Commission has also organized — as always — several
virtual meetings with specialists in the heritage sector for marketing
training. Such online meetings provided a broad understanding for the
participants about marketing principles and how to take advantage of
modern technology in promoting their traditional industries.

National program for crafts and handicrafts

The National Program for Crafts and handicrafts nicknamed BAREA
was established in implementation of the Decision made by the Council
of Ministers and was issued in 1433 H. It approved the national strategy
for the development of crafts and handicrafts along with the five-year
implementation plan. The BAREA program has established more than
27 centers of craft creativity in several heritage sites across the regions
of the Kingdom. These centers are concerned with training artisans and
craftsmen on handicrafts and products. And help them display and market
their products and contribute to attracting tourists to heritage sites by
organizing exhibitions of products made by artisans and craftsmen.
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Marketing and Media Support

Marketing and media support is provided to artisans and craftsmen
through the media and marketing relevant authorities, whether through
the Ministry and associated official accounts on social networking sites
or through partners. The support provided is done directly. Key support
avenues include providing official gifts to government agencies of
distinctive crafts and handicrafts, targeting private parties, markets,
shops and airports, in addition to decorating government headquarters
and the like with arts, crafts, and products.

The Heritage Commission periodically organizes programs for artisans
and craftsmento trainthemin marketing, display and sales skills to confront
the marked weaknesses and vulnerabilities in the marketing of handicraft
products, which often depend on personal judgments. Progressively, their
marketing skills are polished up and they are updated on marketing ins and
outs, including e-marketing to create a state of economic mobility and
communicate with others of professional expertise at the Arab, regional
and global levels. This comes within the Heritage Commission plan to
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customers and learn about the relevant laws and regulations, especially
concerning methods of marketing and optimal investment for their
facilities and activities.

The training and qualification programs include field visits to the most
prominent tourist and heritage landmarks in the Kingdom. This aims to get
acquainted with the tourism potentials and to help present the programin
a better method, due to the contribution of the training and qualification
fields to successful investments of artisans and craftsmen in their small
project; it includes a variety of elements and pathways of great interest
to all artisans and craftsmen, while providing them with a wide package of
abilities and skills necessary in their working lives.

The training and qualification programs organized by the Heritage
Commission are among the most important means of support to help
artisans and craftsmen manage their facilities professionally. The said
training and qualification programs have two aspects: the first one is
practical and the other one is theoretical. They have a set of skills and
approaches that aim to develop the expertise of artisans and craftsmen
and provide them with experiences that represent an added value to them.

Training and qualification are among the core tasks of the crafts and
handicrafts of the handicraft sector. The sector has supervised many
short-term qualification courses in craftsmanship creativity centers made
available in the regions of the Kingdom. Many artisans and craftsmen have
completed these courses and were granted accredited certificates. The
Heritage Commission considers training anindispensable pillar for reviving
crafts and handicrafts, preserving cultural identity, and transferring
authentic skills through generations.

Since the establishment of the sector, artisans and craftsmen of both
genders have been trained in traditional crafts by organizing short and long-
term courses. More than 4000 artisans and craftsmen of both genders have
been trained in all regions of the Kingdom. The Heritage Commission also
organized, during the COVID-19 pandemic, online courses to avoid disruption.
Such courses were provided by artisans and craftsmen trainers. The Heritage
Authority is currently making concerted efforts to launch qualitative projects
to develop the skills of artisans and craftsmen and master trainers.
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Heritage Commission Efforts for
Development of Handicraft Sector

The Heritage Commission organizes many training courses, programs,
keynote lectures and seminars for staff, to better enhance capacity-
building, provide them updates on handicrafts locally and globally, while
opening the doors of specialized research studies to further help and
preparethemtocarryouttheirjobresponsibilities, putintoimplementation
the ambitious development programs in the crafts and handicrafts sector
established by the Authority Commission, and supporting artisans and
craftsmen of both genders in different regions of the Kingdom.

The Heritage Commission also organizes remote training programs
for artisans and craftsmen of both genders in cooperation with specialized
bodies. Such programs had a direct impact on the participants who
expressed their appreciation for the rich and useful content provided. They
demanded that such programs be always provided given their important
roles in supporting the sector of crafts and handicrafts in particular, and
the national heritage in general.

Training and qualification support

The Heritage Commission organizes various programs around the year
to provide training and qualification support to artisans and craftsmen
in the handicraft sector across the Kingdom. Such programs offered to
both genders of artisans and craftsmen aim to provide them with the skills
and expertise necessary to develop their own technical, professional,
vocational, occupational, administrative, and economic capabilities, in
such a manner so that they can manage their small establishments based
on solid foundations. It also aims to enable them to optimally deal with
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Fourth: Social importance of crafts and handicrafts

The social importance of crafts and handicrafts is manifested in the
ability to accommodate for the national workforce, improve levels of
participation in social activity, contribute to advancing economic growth,
and achieve development goals by improving the living conditions of
society, eliminating unemployment, as well as reducing internal migration
through settling jobs for the people of local communities in their places
of residence to enhance social stability and preserve the social fabric and
family cohesion.

The sector of crafts and handicrafts helps to achieve such development
goals, given the ability to benefit from all human resources, of both
genders, the elderly and the naturally challenged, and the highly educated,
middle-educated, or those who are not educated at all. All the age groups
and different segments of society can be accommodated by the sector
through crafts and handicrafts, it achieves different levels of development,
improves income and quality of life, and supports the government efforts
to achieve social stability. This requires initiatives aimed at developing the
personal capabilities of artisans and craftsmen in various fields, assisting
them in developing and marketing their products internally and externally,
opening channels of support with banks and competent authorities,
and establishing companies that maximize the economic role of their
economic development in the local sector, enhance income sources and

robust engagement in achieving the goals of the Kingdom's Vision 2030.
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the time of the Prophet Muhammad, peace be upon him, great companions
practiced crafts, such as carpentry, blacksmithing, tailoring, and butchery.
Such crafts did not diminish their status by Allah nor with people; rather,
such crafts raised their status along with their family members. Until
recently, handicrafts in the Kingdom fulfilled all the requirements of the
local population. The handicraft products were compatible with the
prevailing living patterns in cities and villages. It also helped to provide the
various needs of daily life necessities.

Due to the economic and social changes, work has receded to a
marked levelin the sector of crafts and handicrafts due to the progress and
economic growth that human societies have reached, and the transition
from manual production to automation. That is why today's handicraft
products in the world are very competitive with machine-made goods for
this reason, including the high production capacities of such machines or
the introduction of modern technologies in addition to discovering new
raw materials and using them as an alternative to local raw materials, as
well as increasing the preference of some consumers for mechanically
manufactured goods or products, especially if this is accompanied by a
decrease in price and suitability to better serve their needs.

With this in mind, different trends have come into play and have gained
prominence to place special attention on handicrafts. Some people look
at it from the perspective of heritage and the need to preserve it without
renewal or modification. Other people believe that the wisest action is to
integrate such crafts and handicrafts into modern industry and neglect
what does not accept integration until it is automatically destroyed.
While still, other people consider that handicrafts must be dealt with as a
national heritage that must be preserved, and as an industry that provides
job opportunities, whether in production or marketing, which must be in
line with the desires of consumers in general and with the needs of some
other groups that are interested in acquiring handicrafts in particular,
such as tourists, for example. Despite all this, crafts and handicrafts
remain part of cultural heritage, which is not in dispute over the need to
preserve it, although there are differences in the possibility of integrating
or developingiit.
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expresses in one way or another the heritage and identity, and the nature

of the daily life of the cultural community.

As a channel for communication, it conveys patterns of artifacts and
forms of relationships between producers and consumers as well as the
transfer of experiences between different generations. Such culture,
with its civilized depth, is linked to crafts and handicrafts and the tourism
sector, thus making up what is known as cultural tourism with high returns
for the areas that provide this type of tourism. Handicrafts are seen as a
mirror that reflects an aspect of the national identity of a given country
in which it originates. It is a national heritage preserved by states as part
of their identity and authenticity of their peoples, and as a symbol of their
heritage, civilization, and development.

The crafts and handicrafts hold the identity and heritage of the people.
Many countries have recently resorted to supporting such crafts and
handicrafts to preserve their cultural identity and benefit from them in
promoting development because such crafts and handicrafts represent a
scientific system of expressive art forms derived from heritage. Artisans
and craftsmen change from time to time and are affected by the change in
the customs and traditions of society. History publications indicate that at
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for the tourism industry, where many tourists and visitors come to enjoy
such cultural treasures and achieve an added economic value. From an
economic perspective, the maximum benefit from the opportunities
of heritage tourism is represented in developing plans and policies that
support the features and resources of such tourism, through promoting
partnerships with society, heritage, and tourism.

Achieving a balance between the needs of the host community,
satisfying the tourist and protecting heritage and cultural monuments
would lead to successful and responsible heritage tourism, which
represents a vital economic resource. This contributes to establishing
a sustainable development of heritage tourism with multiple economic
benefits that contribute to the development of nationalincome resources,
thus creating new job opportunities. It enhances the economies of the
countriesinwhichthese heritage craftsand handicrafts arelocated. Hence,
it can be said that there is a strong relationship between the development
of traditional crafts and associated connection with the development of
heritage and cultural tourism.

As such, the sector of crafts and handicrafts plays a positive and vital
role in tourism development; tourists are keen to acquire the products of
such crafts and handicrafts. This is more promoted by encouraging visitors
and tourists to buy traditional products, especially since the heritage value
of crafts and handicrafts is recognized in tourist areas in all countries of
the world. Again, the financial return is the most important factor in the
survival and continuum of such crafts and handicrafts.

Third: Historical and cultural importance of crafts
and handicrafts

The historical and cultural importance of crafts and handicrafts
is the outcome of the inherited historical interaction of the different
generations. It contributes to preserving such crafts and handicrafts as
part of the national identity and the community culture. Culture per se as
a social system includes values, beliefs, knowledge, arts, customs, social
practices, and living patterns. The association of such components with
crafts and handicrafts does not need evidence; culture, as an affiliation,
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« Benefiting from all human resources and environmental raw
materials, especially in rural areas.

» Providing great job opportunities with fewer resources compared
to the requirements of other industries, and participating in solving
the problem of unemployment, by employing people who do not
have a good education.

Second: Touristicimportance of crafts and handicrafts

It is universally recognized that the sector of crafts and handicrafts is
linked to the cultural tourism sector. Tourists, whether their stay is long
or limited, rarely leave the place they visit without carrying souvenirs.
The Hajj and Umrah seasons are clear examples of such practices. During
their stay in the Kingdom, pilgrims, visitors, and tourists are keen to buy
handicraft products to give away as gifts after returning to their home
countries. Subject-matter experts see that heritage tourism is a cultural
treasure and a witness to human ingenuity and creativity in shaping and
designing human civilization throughout the ages. Beyond a shadow of
a doubt, archaeological and heritage sites and productive villages with
cultural and artistic heritage constitute tourist destinations of attraction
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Also, handicrafts contribute to the development of community
infrastructure, they make up a source of income for local communities in
the regions and help create productive communities in remote areas, due
to the low costs of training courses as they rely on on-the-job training.
They are flexible and widely spread, thus creating balanced development
between rural and urban areas.

The plans that are being developed to increase job opportunities and
create new jobs focus on the fact that the jobs created will be available
to groups of society, men and women, especially since handicrafts are
among the sectors in which women evince a willingness to work, especially
since most of the work is at home without the need to move around and
commute to the workplace. This means that this sector includes the
possibility of mobilizing all untapped human resources. Handicrafts are
gaining their increasing economic importance through several main foci,
including:

« The possibility of creating greater job opportunities by allocating
fewer resources, and with low educational qualifications, compared
to the requirements of other industries and their ability to
accommodate for and employ large numbers of manpower.

« Benefiting from local raw materials made available in economic
quantities suitable for production.

« As mothers and housewives, women can engage in crafts and
handicrafts at the times that suit them best and, in the places,
which they choose, including their homes.

» Low costs for training, due to reliance on on-the-job training, as
well as the use of simple, uncomplicated techniques.

« Widely spread in various regions, where raw materials are made
available, thus achieving balanced development between rural and
urban areas.

« Reducing the phenomenon of internal migration between cities
and regions, and the growth of new productive societies in remote
areas.

o Flexibility in production and the ability to provide products
according to the needs and demands of consumers or tourists.
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return is usually calculated within the national tourism revenues of the
country, where small industries, including handicrafts, play a vital role in
the economies of developed and developing countries, which improve the
investment of raw materials made available and invent new methods that
are compatible with the abundance of labor and inherited experiences, and
the production of handicraft distinguished goods related to the daily lives
of citizens.

The annual market value of handicrafts in the Kingdom is estimated
at SAR 1.5 billion, of which only 20% are local products. This supports the
official directions to pay attention to the sector, especially since there
is no conflict between handicrafts and the sectoral development that
the Kingdom is enjoying at present in various aspects of life. Handmade
products are still in demand, and they enjoy popularity in the Kingdom, as
well as in various countries of the world; they have customers with much
passion and are keen to acquire such unique products. This new reality
of handicrafts has created ample opportunities to establish successful
investment projects. At the same time, it is a beautiful work of art for

workers, customers, enthusiasts, and fans.

m Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



Cultural and Economic Value
of Handicrafts

The decision made to develop the national strategy for crafts
and handicrafts issued in 2004 with the engagement of relevant local
authorities and experts from selected countries with highly successful
experiences in developing handicrafts, is an official step in this regard.
This interest was demonstrated in 2013 by the ministerial approval of
the national strategy for the development of crafts and handicrafts and
its five-year implementation plan dated 06/02/1433 AH. The resolution
has contributed to the establishment of a national program known as
the National Program for the Development of Traditional Industries
and Handicrafts, nicknamed BAREA to highlight the cultural, social and
economic dimension of the sector and further develop the infrastructure
aimed at increasing productivity and improving economic returns for
artisans ad craftsmen, while raising the sector participation rate in
diversifying the sources of local income to become a support resource
of the national economy, contributing to providing job opportunities for
citizens, reviving heritage products, developing and presenting them with
high quality for competitive and marketable purposes inside and outside
the country.

First: Economic importance of crafts and handicrafts
Production of handicrafts depends mainly on individuals, and the
sector is a strong source of job creation. Crafts and handicrafts in many
countries of the world have proven to be a good source of foreign exchange
income, as this sector contributes to the gross domestic product through
the export of crafts and handicrafts products manufactured there. Such
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Northern borders region

The Northern borders region suffers from a severe decline in the
production of crafts and handicrafts, except for the handicraft of Al-
Sadu, which is practiced by some women in the city of Arar, and in the
governorates of Turaif and Rafha, and some other centers and desert
villages across the region. The continuum of this craft is due, in particular,
to the availability of the basic raw materials in the region, especially sheep
wool, which is used to provide some handicraft products suitable for the
requirements of local communities across the region.
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Al-Dabba for preserving ghee and milk, as well as the making of wood beds
and planks, the making of folk sweets, pottery products, wooden boats
and ships, and artistic and heritage models. The region is also uniquely
famous for other handicraft activities such as trimming wooden batons,
sieving grains, spices and sesame. These crafts are practiced in most of
the governorates, centers and villages of the region.

Najran region

The Najran Region is one of the promising regions in the areas of
developing crafts and handicrafts in the Kingdom, where there is an
ancient craft heritage reinforced by experiences and skills inherited by the
people of the region. Najran is uniquely famous for the making of daggers
and swords, wicker and iron industries, leather, textiles, carpentry works,

silverware, stone pots, and others.
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Al-Joufregion

The Al-Jouf Region is uniquely famous for the Al-Sadu industry, due to
the experience available to some women in the cities of Sakaka, Tabarjal,
Al-Qurayyat, and Abu Ajram Center, with the availability of raw materials
that are used in this craftsmanship. Although the Al-Sadu craftsmanship
is the most prominent and highest quality in the region, however, other
crafts characterize the region, including the making of wood products,
making stone models, making white weapons, in addition to olive oil
products, which is one of the most prominent products for which Al-Jawf

is uniquely famous.

¥

Jizanregion

The making ofiron and wood products related to the agricultural sector
and the desert life is one of the most important crafts and handicrafts in
the Jizan Region. Key products across the region include axes, and rakes of
various sizes, as well as wicker products, the making of wooden containers
painted with tar, the preparation of aromatic plant products, the tar
industry, and the making of containers from the pumpkin plant known as
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The governorates and administrative centers located on the Red Sea
coast in the Tabuk Region are famous for sea-related crafts such as making
and maintaining wooden ships and boats, nets woven from nylon threads,
and fishing cages made of metal wires. The coastal cities in the region
are also famous for the wicker products made from the fronds of small

Chamaerops tree known locally as Al-Sourah, as well as the making of
distinctive types of sweets, foods and popular baked goods. In the desert
area, Al-Sadu craft is practiced, white weapons, blacksmithing products,
some leather products and others are maintained.

Al Baha region

In the Al-Baha Region — like other regions of the Kingdom — some
handicrafts are famous; they are among the crafts that are common to
the regions, such as the making and maintaining of white weapons, sewing
heritage women clothing, wickerwork, building with stones, making
agricultural tools, and sheep wool products, in addition to silverware of all
kinds, and the making of wooden chairs in Al-Makhwah Governorate.
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Ha'il region

The Ha'il region is characterized by several crafts and handicrafts such
as Al-Sadu, cotton flakes, wool processing, leather products, copper and
wooden products, especially, coffee pots and percolators, incense burners,
and storage boxes. The good customs that the region was famous for,
such as generosity, had a great impact on the interest in decorating the
reception and living rooms with stucco ornaments, which are popular
crafts despite few Saudis still practicing stucco ornaments. The Ha'il region
is also particularly famous for the making of copper pouches and incense
burners, which are marketed in all regions of the Kingdom. The ratio of
such products to Ha'il is a sign of quality and distinction that translates
into the high price of products. A large number of women in the region sell
distinctive handicraft products in their markets in the center of Ha'il.

Tabuk region
The Tabuk region is uniquely famous for handicraft products related

to road trips and the requirements of desert journeys. This can be seen
in the increasingly growing shops swarming with tents and associated
requirements near the Tabuk Citadel. They are high-quality products
made by craftsmen from the region.
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Asir region

The Asir region has been uniquely famous since ancient times for
many crafts and handicrafts associated with the economic activities and
needs of the local population. The types of crafts and handicrafts vary
across the governorates of the region; the crafts that are practiced in the
mountainous villages and governorates differ from their counterparts
in the governorates of the Asir Coast, the Tihama Plains, the Bisha
Governorate, Tathleeth, and other villages and centers of an agricultural
nature or associated with the Red Sea coast.

Key crafts and handicrafts in the Asir Regioninclude woodwork, leather,
and pottery products, white weapons, iron products, and the extraction
of tar, which is frequently used in the region to treat skin diseases
affecting humans or animals, in addition to wooden tools and utensils and
heritage doors. The region is uniquely famous for Asir costumes, wicker
headdresses, and silver ornaments, which reflect the demand of tourists
coming to the region to buy them as tourist souvenirs.
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related to agriculture, trade, fishing, pearl diving, and other activities that
people depend on in their everyday life activities.

The residents of the region keenly practice the crafts and handicrafts
that they inherited from their parents and grandparent. This was a major
reason for the continuum of such cultural heritage among many, up to the
present time, and the geographical location of most of the governorates
across the Eastern region, especially Al-Ahsa, governorate, which has a
major role in the revival of handicrafts across the region. Many residents
of the Gulf countries come to shop and buy well-known Al-Ahsa handicraft
products since ancient times, and other heritage collectibles displayed
on the popular markets. Many handicraft products are made in the
desert of Al-Ahsa, Hafar Al-Batin, Al-Nairiyah, and other centers and
deserts. Key products include Al-Sadu, hair, wool and lint tents and camel
supplies. Perhaps, the handicrafts have been distinguished in the region,
especially in Al-Ahsa since ancient times. Key factors that encouraged
the participation of some artisans and craftsmen from the region include
essential and influential engagements in local, regional and international
festivals. This reinforces the mental image of the diversity of crafts and

handicrafts practiced by the people of Al-Ahsa since ancient times.
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and officials at the Princess Noura bint Abdul Rahman Al Saud Center of
the Salhia Society in Unaizah Governorate, with keen interest to benefit
from international experiences in training and educating women. The

Qassim Region is also famous for organizing festivals and exhibitions
related to dates and products, as well as holding many other exhibitions in
the governorates according to the agricultural products in each area.

Eastern region

The products of crafts and handicrafts in the Eastern region are a
long-standing national heritage. They reflect part of the identity and
authenticity of the region, where many types of crafts and handicrafts are
concentrated. The key crafts and handicrafts products include full-length
garments, pottery, cages, wickerwork, traditional sweets, metal tools,
fishing nets and cages, and so on. The continuum of such handicraftsin the
Eastern region is due more than others to the availability of raw materials
in many locations across the region, and the nature of the economic
activities practiced in the cities and governorates of the region, whether
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kinds, perfumes, water and rose oil, and wickerwork, which depend on
palm fronds that are abundant in the various governorates of the region,
as well as leather and wood products of all kinds.

There are also industries related to manual construction, such as
building with stone, making rafters, wooden doors, and other decorative
works, and covering walls and ceilings with wood, inlaid, carved, and
decorated with high skills.

The activities of crafts and handicrafts are centered in Medina itself.
There are also limited handicraft activities in the governorates of Khyber,
Al-Ula, Al-Hanakia, Badr, Yanbu, Al-Mahd, and all parts of the desert. While
Al-Ula Governorate is famous for the making of wickerwork and burners
from muddy, which is a kind of clay, Yanbu Governorate is characterized by
crafts related to the sea, such as the making of wooden boats, cages and
fishing nets, and many other jobs associated with coastal cities.

Al-Madinah Center for Community Development is concerned with
developing crafts and handicrafts in all governorates and villages of the
Medina region. The artisans and craftsmen in the Al-Madinah Region seek
to market their products to visitors to Al-Madinah and the Holy Prophet
Mosque to carry along such products as souvenirs from the Kingdom.

Qassimregion

The residents of the Qassim Region are uniquely famous for
agriculture, trade, crafts, and handicrafts since ancient times. This is due
to several reasons, including the land fertility, abundant water, and flat
geographical location, providing easy access to raw materials from palms,
tamarisk trees, and other environmental materials, with the large number
of livestock across the region, alongside the availability of highly skilled and
experienced artisans and craftsmen, as well as popular markets which are
held periodically in the cities and suburbs of the region. The region has an
important role in the presentation and marketing of handicraft products.

Unaizah Governorate is one of the most important governorates in
the Qassim region, where women practice handicraft activities, especially
those related to private products and Al-Sadu products, where local raw
materials are abundant. In addition, the support of leading businesswomen
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The prosperity of such crafts and handicrafts in the Makkah region is
due to the influx of millions of Muslims from all over the world to perform
Hajj or Umrah, in addition to the tourists who come to the governorates
of the Makkah Region from inside and outside the Kingdom. The fame of
the products of such crafts and handicrafts gained prominence beyond
the local scale. Although the Makkah Region is characterized by its
geographical expansion, the handicrafts are mainly concentrated in three
locations: Makkah City, Jeddah Governorate, and Al-Taif Governorate, due
to the population density and the spread of commercial markets, including
several popular markets that are among the most prominent outlets for
buying and selling handicrafts of all kinds.

Medinaregion

The many crafts and handicrafts with which Al-Madinah abounds
abundantly reflect the cultural and historical aspects of the region. The
most important handicrafts in the Al-Madinah region include pottery
products, spinning and weaving Al-Sadu, needlework and embroidery,
sewing dresses and handmade clothes, seals and precious stones of all
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the products of Saudi family businesses, crafts and handicrafts, made
available in new forms and qualities, beautifully suitable for the current
time. Therefore, many people are keen to buy handicrafts as memorial
tokens and souvenirs linked to the cultural heritage of their country or
region. Certain government agencies and entities in the Kingdom are keen
to support handicrafts, by purchasing souvenirs of historical nature from
artisans and craftsmen in support of such products and crafts that are
deeply seated in history and express the culture of the various regions of
the Kingdom.

Makkah al-Mukarramah region

The Makkah region is one of the most important regions of the
Kingdom in which crafts and handicrafts were very popular, especially
those handicrafts that provide products that are easy for pilgrims and
pilgrims to carry while traveling around. Key products include rosaries,
prayer rugs, precious stones, perfumes, fabrics, pottery, and other types
of handicraft products abundantly displayed at the shops adjacent to the
Holy Mosque. There are also other crafts and handicrafts, such as building,
carpentry, knitting, weaving, wickerwork, dyeing clothes, wool spinning,
perfumery, extracting oud oil, rose oil, rose water, caddy water and others.
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flourish and thrive, including blacksmithing, carpentry, building with mud

and clay materials, and making palm products, such as wicker products,
cages, and all kinds of ropes, and providing livestock products, such as
leather and textile products and others.

Perhaps this structure, upon which many crafts and handicrafts were
based, is one of the most important factors contributory to rehabilitating
some crafts and handicrafts in the Riyadh region while developing their
products in line with the demand across contemporary markets.

Certain crafts and handicrafts provide continuum and development
with existing markets, such as the craftsmanship of full-length garments,
headbands, handmade shoes, silver jewelry, lint and wool tents, traditional
costumes, traditional guns, antique doors and windows, cultural wooden
boxes, gypsum decorations, and others.

Riyadh is characteristically a first-class commercial area; it includes
several popular and modern markets, in addition to the large population
density, which makes up a huge purchasing power. Exhibitions and festivals
are held in Riyadh, thus attracting artisans and craftsmen from different
regions of the Kingdom. It is also a large outlet for buying and selling
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Famous Craft Activities
Across the Kingdom

Each region of the Kingdom depends for its crafts and handicrafts
production on the raw materials provided by the surrounding environment
and immediate vicinity. The sources of raw materials made available
include vegetables, animals, minerals and other uniquely characteristic
materials peculiar to eachregion. Thisis true given the nature of the region,
associated terrain and climate, and their livelihoods, such as agriculture,
farming, grazing, hunting, or trade related to the Hajj and Umrah seasons,
and other activities that were widespread in the Arabian Peninsula, in
general. The crafts and handicrafts activities are pure reflections of the
nature of their lives, which provide the local population with the products
used in daily life, taken from the raw materials provided by the local
environment. In this chapter, we will shed light on some of the crafts and
handicrafts activities uniquely famous and common across the regions of
the Kingdom.

Riyadh region

The Riyadh region is characterized by its geographical expansion.
In addition to the city of Riyadh, the Riyadh region includes nineteen
governorates, many villages, towns and administrative centers, making
it abound with many economic activities in the past and present. In the
past, the economy in the Riyadh region was based on some agriculture,
trade and other activities; palm cultivation was one of the most important
agricultural activities in the Riyadh region, while camels and sheep were
the most important sources of livestock. The availability of these raw
materials played an important role in making many crafts and handicrafts
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Supporting craftsmanship

Some regions of the Kingdom are uniquely famous for certain support
handicrafts, including oud oil perfume, water and rose oil, sesame oil extract,
spinning wool, hair and lint, rolling and upholstering, candles and soap,
Arabic calligraphy, extracting tar, and botanical headbands and wreaths.

« Botanical headbands and wreaths craftsmanship

Headband and wreath making is one of the aesthetic and cosmetic
crafts used for decoration. The use of headbands and wreathsis not limited
towomenonly, butalsomen.Itismadeandorganized by collectingaromatic
flowers found in the mountains of the southern part of the Kingdom. It is
famous across the regions of Asir, Jazan and Al Baha. It consists of a variety
of aromatic flowers, most notably jasmine, caddy flowers, and others. It is
shaped according to several floral patterns and designs; it is often placed

on the head due to its beautiful aroma and scent. It is equally used by men
and women in weddings and public events. Ready-made headbands and
wreaths are widely made available on popular markets.
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Leather craftsmanship

Some regions of the Kingdom are uniquely famous for leather
craftsmanship, includingleather tanning, leather patterning and designing,
leather utensils, leather shoes, wallets and pendants, and decoration on
leather surfaces. The craftsmanship of tanning and embroidery is usually
done using leather materials. leather craftsmanship is passed down to
generations, and such skills are inherited to produce utensils, wallets,
pendants, shoes, belts, and parts of the gun. Leather patterning is a
widespread craft to date. The leather designer is the one who deals with
leather, using simple tools, such as scissors, knives, awls, and pliers, and
makes a whole raft of products, including shoes, bottles, bags for milk, oil
vessels, rifle sheaths, and scabbards, belts, and water buckets. Leather
is the raw material for a leather designer, and it is brought from different
regions in the Kingdom.

Several types of products are made from leather, including the two-
side bag placed on both sides of the camel. It is used to put items in it
during the movement of people while traveling around. It is similar to the
two-side pocket, as well as a carrycot, which is the bed or bassinet in which
achildis carried along while on the move, and a water bucket, whichis used
to bring water from wells. It is also used to make gun caches. Leatheris also
used to make vessels for preserving fat and ghee, and the people of the
desert often make it from the skin of a lizard.
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« Rosary craftsmanship

Rosaries are made by hand drills, bows, files, notches, and lathes, as
well as threat material extracted from the sea. Rosary craftsmanship is
widespread in Makkah and Madinah. Making and selling rosaries or beads
increase during the Hajj and Umrah seasons. The method of manual
work for rosaries and beads begins with the old lathe stage, cutting ores,
stiffening ends, perforation, forming beads, then sanding, polishing, and
threading. Among the materials used in making rosaries and beads are
several types, including natural materials, such as ivory, wood, and stones,
and semi-natural materials, such as organic materials, and manufactured
ones such as buckles, fibers, and plastics. In one rosary, there are multiple
cuts of beads, such as circular, olive-like, azure, barrel-like, pine-like.

Other patterns include mosque minaret, a marine beacon of Azhari, Al-
Mawlawi, Iraqi, and bell. Manual work in one rosary may take several hours
up to 28 days according to the quality of the material and workmanship.
Many rosary craftsmanship experts call it the “craft of good mind".
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Jewelry craftsmanship
The craftsmanship of jewelry and ornaments is one of the ancient

traditional crafts in the Kingdom. Different materials are used, such as
seashells, silver, gold, precious stones, pearls, coral, amber, and others.
Among the most famous types is the craft of making rings, bracelets,
gold and silver necklaces, decoration and inlaid with precious stones, and
making models with precious stones. Although the materials and names
are similar across the regions of the Kingdom, their sizes and geometric
shapes are diverse.

They vary across the regions to well reflect the specificity of the local
communities and how women use them in decoration. Goldsmithing, in
the Kingdom, has gone through many stages; it was initially extracted as
raw materials collected and sent abroad and returned as gold by smelting
concentrated ores. Jewelers form gold into different designs and patterns
in their shops and sell them to end-users. Also, in the recent past, the
process of handcrafting was very simple, using modest tools. But it is one
of the traditional crafts or professions that require skill, patience, and high
accuracy to engrave and inlay gold or other metals to polish, adapt and
shape it in different aesthetic forms.
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» Cages craftsmanship

Cages craftsmanship is based on palm leaves, which were used in the
past as cages for dates and fruits, children’s beds, clothes incense burners,
Quran reading chairs, poultry and birdcages, and others. Cages were a
great source of livelihood for many at the time. It has disappeared or is
almost fading away at present with modern technologies coming into play,
as its uses became on the wane, and the demand for it decreased, and it
was limited to some individuals who were invited to participate in some
heritage festivals at home or abroad.

Cages usually go through five stages, starting with wetting the palm
fronds and placing some pieces used as sticks in water to be soft and easy
to manipulate, then cutting the leaves to different sizes and perforating
holes to make the columns. This is followed by transforming the frond into
bamboo-like sticks to form the custom-made material.

With increased interest in recent years in traditional handicrafts, palm
frond products began to gain prominence as some homeowners request
them to decorate their homes and reception rooms in the first place, as

they make an essential part of the ancient cultural heritage.
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vicinity. Despite the limited resources of their environment, they were able
to over the challenges. They developed innovative methods to produce
household items for their daily lives. Craftsmanship has developed since
ancient times. Joyful and bright colors are now added to such products
after wickerwork is dyed with special colors to be transformed by the
hands of craftswomen into important household items. Palm handicrafts
are also simple industries, which represent a source of livelihood for many
women in various regions of the Kingdom.

+ Fiberropes and vessels craftsmanship

The craftsmanship of making ropes and vessels from the fiber is one of
the traditional crafts known in various regions of the Kingdom. Fiber taken
from the bark of the palm tree that is widespread in the Kingdom is included
in many products, as it is used as a basic material in the making of ropes and
vessels, in such a manner that relies on tearing fiber tissues after wetting
the material into small threads with a diameter of up to three millimeters
with the fine ropes. After a group of threads is formed, ropes and vessel
tissues are made. The method used requires the worker to be seated,
extending one foot using the thumb toe. The rope that consists of three
strands is wound alternately in what looks like a helix around each other.

The process continues until the desired length of the ropesis made. Ifa
thicker rope is required, the worker increases the thickness of the delicate
ropes, up to three centimeters in some cases, to form what is known as
Al-Rasha. It is used to make handles of dining tools and to tie agricultural
products. Fiber is also used in making an animal two-side pocket, which is
a bag placed on the back of a camel or horse.

Fiber is also used in making a climbing rope, which is the tool used by
a farmer to climb up a palm tree, through delicate ropes in the form of a
rectangular piece that surrounds the back of the farmer when climbing up
a palm tree. Fiber is also used in making armrests, cushions, and pillows
in Arab seating fashions, which are made of the whole fiber after being
stuffed and placed inside a cloth bag to produce a suitable appearance.
It is also used to wrap palm pollen during pollination after dividing it into
suitable pieces.
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front of the wooden plow used to turn and dig the soil, in addition to the
making of some iron weapons such as old rifles, daggers, knives, swords,
and spears. Many public and private museums in different regions of the
Kingdom display various forms of such tools, which are still sold in the
popular markets known at the level of each region.

Palm craftsmanship

Many regions of the Kingdom are uniquely famous for specific
handicrafts, including palm trees, cages, ropes, bags, baskets, and fibrous
containers. Such crafts are common on a larger scale in areas famous for
palm trees, where the fronds are mainly used in industry. Craftsmen use
palm fronds in the making of mats of various shapes and colors, and some
other handicrafts, such as cages, bags, baskets, fans, hats, and brooms.
For example, ropes are made from fiber.

Palm handicrafts are artistic and creative products. They provide the
community with products in different shapes of beautifully crafted plates,
baskets, cages, and bags, reflecting the importance of palm trees and their
use in making many purposes. They are traditional crafts passed down
through generations; ancestors used to eat what they grew and wore
what they made with their own hands. Their lives in the past were inspired

by the components of the surrounding environment of the immediate
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widely spread all over the Kingdom, where craftsmen use dirt, charcoal,
or any components that change their color to become as new as before.
Such copper pots are used in preparing coffee and cooking food. Cleaning
or polishing copper pots is termed Al-Saffar, which is the preparation of
coffee pots and other cooking utensils to be as clean and shiny as if new
from the inside and outside.

« Blacksmithery

The Kingdom is uniquely famous for the craftsmanship of blacksmithry
and iron formation. It is widely spread in many Arab countries and in most
regions of the Kingdom; it has popular markets, in particular. Certain
skilled craftsmen produce many iron works and formations. The products
of the blacksmith craftsmanship are limited to the necessary utilitarian
tools that people need, such as household tools, including iron and copper
pots, tweezers and tongs for picking coals, the structure on which pots are
placed when cooking, copper plates, iron sheets used for baking, as well as
agricultural tools, such as ax, shovel, hatchet, adze which is used to turn

the soil and excavate it, and mattock which is the iron piece that is at the
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o Copper utensils craftsmanship

Metal crafts are among the key handicrafts in the Kingdom, including
the craftsmanship of making and polishing copper pots, which is still
practiced in some regions. Recently, the craftsmanship of copper pots
has been on the wane in the Kingdom, especially in the Ha'il region, which
was famous for the making of many traditional copper pots. The most
famous craftsmanship is the craftsmanship of coffee pots and percolators,
which dates back more than a hundred years. The industry formed a long-
standing cultural heritage linked to the identity of the region. In the Ha'il
region, the craftsmanship of coffee pots and percolators based on copper
ore was distinguished by their quality and diversity in size and shape.
Of great note, coffee pots and percolators represented magnanimity,
generosity, and hospitality. Craftsmen rely on individual and manual skills,
acquired from practical craftsmanship. The Ha'il coffee pot or percolator is
one of the most prestigious gifts that visitors and tourists coming to Ha'il
are keen to acquire and see how it is made and decorated.

Among the copper and metal craftsis also the Al-Saffar craftsmanship,
which is polishing and cleaning all copper pots. The craftsmanship is
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« Craftsmanship of daggers and swords

Najran is famous for the making of daggers and swords since ancient
times. However, the craftsmanship today is vulnerable or on the wane
over time.

The Heritage Commission is making all-out efforts to promote such
traditional craftsmanship because of its cultural importance. However, its
true value is derived from the glorious ancient past, authenticity, history,
culture, and originality of parents and grandparents best represented
and embodied, in addition to being a fabulous wealth. Daggers are used
as ceremonial for men on special occasions. Although the number of
craftsmen of daggers and swords has decreased, the Heritage Commission
is making all-out efforts to develop and promote the craftsmen of
daggers and swords through the implementation of training courses
for young people, willing to learn such craftsmanship in the centers and
workshops of craftsmanship creativity and market in Najran, especially
the craftsmanship of making blades, hilts, decoration and inlaying handles,

scabbards, and sheaths of daggers and swords.
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in the summer. Fishermen are keen to learn this craftsmanship as a
livelihood. Many fishermen have mastered many skills that help increase
their fishing quotas. In the past, fishermen used to make fishing nets from
materials made available in the surrounding environment, which can be

converted into durable and thin threads, such as wool and silk threads,
which are most commonly used by experienced fishermen who consider
the knowledge of the location and fishing characteristics, as well as the
type and size of fish.

Metalwork craftsmanship

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is uniquely famous for metalwork, which
is one of the oldest and most famous traditional crafts in the Kingdom.
Through metalwork craftsmanship, many metal products are made,
including daggers, knives, hilts, scabbards, sheaths, swords, ornamenting
and inlaying handles, decorating and polishing percolators, and decoration
of silverware, copperware, and iron pots.

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



Carpentry includes more than one craft, such as furniture, doors,
and boats. It has developed with digital technology and state-of-the-art
machines. Carpentry craftsmen in the Kingdom find room for creativity,
which currently needs innovative ideas, which contribute to marketing it
as small souvenirs made of wood, presented on various occasions.

Among the crafts of woodwork is ornamental decorating, painting,
coloring, bedecking, engraving, and inlaying on wooden surfaces,
architectural elements, carved wood latticework, oriel windows, incense
burners, decorations, boxes, doors, windows, crocks, ceilings, utensils, chairs,
benches, and models of various shapes and sizes. Many craftsmen produce
such types of woodwork, widely sold in the Kingdom. Many wooden products
are made by the most skilled Saudi craftsmen. Many craftsmen produced
a variety of wooden attractive products, including boats and fishing nets.

« Fishing boats and nets craftsmanship

The coastal areas on the Red Sea and the Arabian Gulf in Saudi Arabia
have been uniquely famous since ancient times for the making of fishing
boats and nets.

Boats were made by skilled craftsmen from tampered wood before
factories have come into play to manufacture and design such boats
in modern ways. However, a few craftsmen to date still practice the
making of fishing boats, especially miniature models, which some skilled
craftsmen have made to be sold as souvenirs; they are keen to preserve
the profession from demise while cutting-edge development has come to
serve fishermen in the present time.

The fishing net industry is linked to the making of fishing boats, which
is at the heart of the cultural heritage. It was used in the Arabian Gulf
and flourished in the past among coastal residents in various regions
of the Kingdom. It still thrives to date despite differences in the past
and the present. It is ancient craftsmanship, passed down from parents
and grandparents; it requires requisite skills, mastery, patience, and
maintenance constantly. It is also a sport for fun and excitement.

Such fishermen work on fishing boats and across the coastline. Some
fishermen do light fishing, while others work for about a month, especially

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



are among the handicrafts that the state has taken care of through the
pathways and tracks of the Custodian of the Two Holy Mosques Program
for the Care of the Kingdom Cultural Heritage, given the significance of the
outfit and costume in terms of originality, elegance and cultural specificity
in the Kingdom and the Gulf countries.

Woodwork craftsmanship

The woodwork craftsmanship known as carpentry and decoration
is one of the oldest and most famous traditional crafts in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia in particular and in the Arabian Peninsula and the Arab
world in general. Through woodwork craftsmanship, many things related
to housing, agriculture, drilling, and construction tools are produced. It is
one of the crafts that people have been practicing since ancient times.
It can be acquired through training and apprenticeship until perfection

and craftsmanship.
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« Knitting full-length garments

knitting full-length garments of Bisht, Abaya, or Mashlah is one of the
traditional handicraft industries that the Kingdom is uniquely famous for.
It is one of the most popular handicraft industries; it is also one of the
most important and profitable handicrafts. The Bisht weaving or knitting,
especially the winter Bisht, was made using a hand-operated loom. Of
great note, a few skilled craftsmen in Al-Ahsa still weave the winter Bisht
from wool using a hand-operated loom. Given the uniquely distinctive
nature of such craftsmanship in the Kingdom, large quantities of Bisht are
exported abroad, especially to the neighboring Gulf countries, which have
a great interest in and passion for wearing Bisht; they are widely used in
occasions, holidays, weddings, and various official and national occasions.

In the Eastern Region of the Kingdom, the Bisht industry is widespread,
specifically in the Al-Ahsa Governorate. The Al-Ahsa Bisht is uniquely
distinctive by its delicate hand-woven detail, using silk, cotton, and wool
threads, with embroidered fringes in golden and silver buttons. Usually,
weaving one Al-Ahsa Bisht takes about ten days up to sixmonths as it goes
through seven stages, starting with the setup, ring collar, hila, Albrooj,
the Mugsir, Gaytan, Alkhabana, and Albardakh in which it becomes silver
or golden. The main source of the raw materials used in the making of

Bisht was the threads obtained from camel and sheep wool and lint, which
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extend wool, hair, or lint threads horizontally on a simple ground loom,
producing pieces of varying length, shape, and color that meet the
needs of the Bedouin family for traditional crafts for their daily lives. Such
various pieces indicate that this craftsmanship is a craft of innovation and
production; we see the effort made by the weaver to transform the raw
material of wool, hair, or lint into a new material that responds to most of
the needs, traditions, and customs by moving the hands and senses with
the help of simple tools, which result in wonderful patterns of Al-Sadu and
hand-woven products.

The stages of producing Al-Sadu pieces of work, spread in several
regions of the Kingdom, begin with cutting or removing the raw material
from the animal known as shearing, followed by sorting, cleaning,
blowing, spinning, i.e., turning it into threads, and dyeing. Then, threads
are interwoven and are prepared for Al-Sadu. Some of the previous
stages have a tool or tools of multiple shapes and functions with varying
importance according to the quality of their needs and benefits in saving
time and effort, and in organizing Al-Sadu, knitting, loom movement and
fixation, tightening threads and accuracy of weaving lines.
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Textile craftsmanship

Among the key traditional textile crafts that the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is uniquely famous for are weaving full-length garments, headband
making, carpet weaving, weaving of mats and rugs, and weaving clothing
fabrics and other traditional textiles, which were also woven in some
countries of the Arabian Peninsula since ancient times. Many artisans and
craftsmen work in the textile industry, making products widely sold in the
Kingdom. Many products were manufactured by the most skilled Saudi
craftsmen in various types of weaving; many craftsmen and artisans used
to make the fabric to form some products, such as full-length garments,
headbands, embroidered hand-woven products of geometrical shapes,
carpets, rugs, traditional children clothing, and other hand-made and
handwoven products.

Women excelled in making such products, given the pinpoint accuracy
and precision, and various aesthetic forms in decoration. Such products
expressed the exquisite taste of Saudi women in many northern and
southern regions, where hand-woven products are widespread. Despite
the development of modern industries in weaving clothes, hand-woven
products remain a ruling passion that many people are looking for in
different countries. Given the cultural importance of embroidered hand-
woven products of geometrical shapesin the Kingdom, as part of its efforts
to document the intangible national cultural heritage and shed light on it
locally and globally in such a manner that enhances continuum and ensures
sustainability across generations, embroidered hand-woven products of
geometrical shapes were registered on the Representative List of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage of UNESCO from 14 to 19 December of 2020.

« Al-Sadu craftsmanship

The process of spinning and weaving wool, hair, lint is known to the
people of the desert as Sadu; the knitting machine itself is called Sadu.
Etymologically, Lisan Al-Arab by Ibn Manzur explains that Al-Sadu means
stretching out a hand towards something, as camels start walking with
their hands. By the same token, boys extend their hands when they play
with walnuts and throw them into the pit. Lexically, (Al-Sadu) means to
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Pottery craftsmanship

Pottery craftsmanship is widely common in the Kingdom, such as
pottery and ceramic pots, pottery decoration, ceramic surfaces, and
pottery and ceramic models. Many people have been engaged in pottery
craftsmanship since ancient times; it was pioneering craftsmanship in
ancient times across the Kingdom. Some tribes sold such pottery products
as a form of convenient business. Many people excelled in making pottery
and ceramic artifacts, which were in great demand from foreign tourists
coming to the Kingdom. Proudly enough, some citizens and residents
still have passion for it across the Kingdom; they are keen to experience
the life of the past with the flavor of the present, which facilitated various

methods of living in all regions, even in villages and deserts.
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Key crafts and handicrafts
in the kingdom

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is uniquely characterized by a
diverse cultural heritage of crafts and handicrafts. Thanks go to
the vast expanses of the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for enhancing its
diverse cultural heritage, enriched by the different environmental and
geographical nature across the different regions, allowing each region
a unique degree that defines its socio-cultural identity, attaching
distinctive specificities and peculiarities to certain raw materials and
elements that may not be made available to others. Since crafts and
handicrafts products are made from the environmental characteristics
of the geographical locations and sites in which they originate, it
is natural that the cultural heritage of crafts and handicrafts in the
Kingdom varies widely. As such, we find some regions uniquely home to
some crafts and handicrafts.

We also find some crafts and handicrafts common across most
regions, as they are products used to meet similar daily needs, such as
crafts and handicrafts products related to food, beverages, decorations,
and the like. Therefore, we may find some local crafts and handicrafts
present and common in other countries; the need for the product is
almost the same. However, the product-making method along with the
crafts and handicrafts skills required is what determines specificities
and peculiarities between across regions and countries. Pottery, for
example, is present in most regions of the Kingdom; it is one of the
most famous crafts and handicrafts in many countries, but only skilled
and talented artisans and craftsmen make a difference in specificity
and peculiarity.
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« Developing and improving crafts and handicrafts workshops and
markets.

« Developing a comprehensive platform for the portfolio of crafts
and handicrafts assets, and the development of a relevant support
framework.

« Launching new operational procedures for managing crafts and
handicrafts’ cultural heritage sites.

« Developing along-term master plan for the supply and demand for
specialized talented human resources in the sector of crafts and
handicrafts.

« Developingand promoting specialized educationin cultural heritage.

« Introducing professional training programs specialized in cultural
heritage.

« Developing a roadmap for research on crafts and handicrafts’

cultural heritage while enhancing research capacity-building.
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« Coordination with the banking sector and specialized financial
institutions that support lending to finance crafts and handicrafts
on concessional terms.

» Promoting the activities of marketing crafts and handicrafts
products at home and abroad.

It is of great importance to promote cooperation with the authorities
concerned with crafts and handicrafts at the regional and international
levels, drawing onthe experiences of different countries through concerted
coordination with the parties interested in crafts and handicrafts, while
expanding the scope of marketing activities at home and abroad through
arts and crafts centers, tourist markets, hotels, museums, airports, sea
and land ports, public parks, exhibitions, festivals, through international
participation in exhibitions, conferences, and international markets,
in addition to maximizing the roles played by the sector of crafts and
handicrafts as a distinctive model for improving economic conditions for
families, and a key partner in achieving balanced regional development
across the regions, while contributing to producing a productive society.

Initiatives of handicraft cultural heritage

The crafts and handicrafts’ cultural heritage initiatives are of great
importance socially, culturally, and economically; they are among the most
important factors contributory to enhancing their developmental roles.
As such, the importance of developing and launching cultural initiatives
for crafts and handicrafts of all kinds to change the negative mental
image of crafts and handicrafts alongside artisans and craftsmen, while
encouraging artisans, craftsmen, and designers and highlighting their
products, and defining their roles in achieving sustainable development
goals in crafts and handicrafts. This also requires expanding the scope of
investment in crafts and handicrafts, maintaining the components of the
cultural heritage identity. The key initiatives developed by the Heritage
Commission in crafts and handicrafts:

« Documenting crafts and handicrafts and promoting relevant events.

« Occupational apprenticeship programs and brands for Saudi

artisans and craftsmen.
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in achieving the objectives of the sector development strategy. The key
methods that the Heritage Commission seeks to develop in the sector of

crafts and handicrafts include:

Establishing an effective mechanism for coordination between the
relevant authorities in crafts and handicrafts.

Coordination with the authorities concerned and the development
of training programs aimed at developing the skills and capabilities
of artisans and craftsmen, especially for young generations to find
a permanent source to provide the sector with the labor market
skills; it ensures continuum and circulation of expertise and craft
skills in various industries.

Continued engagement of artisan's ad craftsmen in annual and
non-annual festivals for heritage, culture, and tourism inside and
outside the Kingdom.

Identifying subtly unique crafts and handicrafts, while providing
favorable opportunities to participate in international exhibitions,
at home and abroad.
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garment industry that faces competition from regional production,
andthe slipperindustry that faces competitionfromimported products.

e Products that suffer from depression but can be developed and
must be preserved, including pottery products, boat-making,
wickerwork in general, and leather products.

Awareness of handicraft heritage

It is of great importance to foster awareness of the importance of
crafts and handicrafts socially, culturally, and economically. Simply put,
it is one of the key factors that help in enhancing its developmental role.
Hence, the importance of the media discourse, and the effective role that
the local media of all kinds can play to change the negative mental image
of artisans and craftsmen highlight the positive aspects related to the
sector, while defining its role in achieving development goals, expanding
the scope of investment.

This also includes preserving the components of the cultural heritage
identity, revitalization of the cultural memory of the community, which are
all action methods that help the Heritage Commission to play its key roles
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the Heritage Commission Strategy. The key principles established in
consultation with the relevant entities include:

* Respecting the social, economic and cultural context of the
Kingdom's cultural heritage.

« Providing an opportunity conducive for individual and collective
initiatives aimed at developing and breathing a fresh air into crafts
and handicrafts.

- Drawing on the existing efforts in reality, while avoiding negative
effects.

» Respecting the cultural diversity that exists in the handicraft sector.

« Distributing capabilities and projects equally across the regions of
the Kingdom.

« Drawing on the results of research studies conducted by
government agencies on crafts and handicrafts.

This requires the consideration that crafts and handicrafts are not an
end; rather, they are tools that can contribute to achieving comprehensive
development goals in the Kingdom. This can be realized by establishing an
advancedinfrastructure to organize the sector, providing training programs
for the target people involved, providing raw materials and financing,
encouraging production and development, supporting investment and
marketing pathways, documentation, and protection initiatives. Like other
products, craftsand handicrafts alsorequire fosteringawareness, informed
development, such as development designs, enhancing high quality,
increasing the skills of artisans and craftsmen, and encouraging creators
through incentivizing awards and prizes that stimulate competition, in
addition to learning about the competitiveness of crafts and handicrafts
produced in local markets, which can be categorized into:

« Products based on a large market, cannot be beat for the price,
have high returns, must be developed, and their production must
be organized, such as heritage gates, doors, windows, swords,
daggers, and traditional construction.

e Other products that are based on a large market, but lack external
competition and must be protected, such as the local full-length
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To generate economic benefits to local communities;

To provide support for regions in order to enhance development
and preservation methods of crafts and handicrafts;

To attract and employ skilled artisans and craftsmen in preserving
the urban heritage and archaeological sites;

To support and encourage charitable and cooperative societies
and volunteer committees of robust engagement and contribution
in crafts and handicrafts;

To develop and enhance the skills of artisans and craftsmen
commercialization;

To engage the private sector and different groups of society in the
development of the handicraft sector;

To empower artisans and craftsmen to benefit from health and
pension insurance.

Combined, these are the national goals that have been carefully

developed to enhance the handicraft sector, thus making the citizens

involved key development partners. The Heritage Commission seeks to

achieve the said goals through research studies, initiatives, and major

projects in close coordination with some ministries and entities related

to the sector of handicrafts, based on key principles established by
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To benefit from skilled and experienced artisans and craftsmen in
transferring their expertise to young generations;

To facilitate financing for artisans and craftsmen and their
projects;

To encourage and guide a group of male and female graduates
specializedin management, economics, and plasticand appliedarts
to contribute to the handicraft sector as developers, contractors,
and investors;

To catalyze investment in the handicraft sector to further increase
contribution to the GDP;

To support, encourage, and build upon the existing handicraft
programs;

To best utilize, protect, and develop the local raw materials, while
preserving the natural environment;

To develop local products and methods of production;

To develop marketing methods for handicraft products, and
cooperative marketing methods;

To foster community awareness of the importance of the handicraft
sector culturally, socially, and economically;

To create more job opportunities and enhance citizen incomes;
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artisans and craftsmen who still take up such jobs, or those who are no
longer engaged in such activities but are passionately and enthusiastically
willing to contribute to training young people. At the same time, it is of
great importance to develop such pieces of work, enhance quality and
competitiveness, organize marketing methods, and facilitate procedures
related to products and projects carried out in partnership with the
Ministry of Culture represented by the Heritage Commission, and the
relevant authorities.

Combined together, it aims to put into implementation the projects
of crafts and handicrafts, such as the rehabilitation and development of
historical city centers, popular markets, celebration plazas, and centers
for the production and marketing of crafts and handicrafts. This is
especially true as the results of a survey of successful global experiences
in industrial countries or countries making much growth and progress
confirm that the common ground is the acknowledgment by all parties
in government institutions of the importance of crafts and handicrafts,
and the enormous ability to create job opportunities for all walks of life in
society, of both genders, without the need for large capital funds or high
academic qualifications, given the great ability of the handicraft sector
to accommodate for a whole raft of jobs that depend mainly on passion,
desire, talent, and belief in work. Equally important, the handicraft sector
contributes to striking a balance between development and enriching
tourism, cultural and entertainment experiences. The Kingdom has drawn
on the experiences of countries in this field, which was reflected positively
in laying down the foundations on which the objectives of the national
strategy for the development of the handicraft sector were built. The key
objectives include:

« To establish an institutional framework for the development and

management of the handicraft sector;

« Tocreate and adopt a law and associated regulations for crafts and

handicrafts;

« Toimprove the image of craftsmanship in the Kingdom.

« To develop capacity-ability and polish up skills of artisans and

craftsmen and train young generations;
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developing the handicraft sector to become a vital resource of the national

economy. It further contributes to providing job opportunities for citizens
and improving the living conditions of local communities by increasing
income, highlighting the heritage and cultural values, and providing local
products for international competitiveness and high marketability inside
and outside the Kingdom.

The realization of the said future vision for the handicraft sector in
the Kingdom requires strong willpower to address the current situation
of craftsmen and artisans, overcome the weaknesses in production and
marketing, evincing more interest in crafts and handicrafts that can be
best utilized in development plans, identify outstanding handicrafts that
require support and care, launch qualification and training programs,
create an environment conducive for new generations of artisans and
craftsmen, and develop practical programs that introduce incentives
to attract young investors of both genders to the sector. To this effect,
it also requires drawing on the experiences of skilled and talented Saudi
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key cultural heritage of crafts and handicrafts that flourished in the Saudi
society, par excellence, and clearly expressed the local environments in
various regions of the Kingdom include traditional building craftsmanship,
woodwork craftsmanship, palm craftsmanship, metal craftsmanship,
pottery craftsmanship, leather craftsmanship, textile craftsmanship,
ornament and jewelry craftsmanship, binding and gilding craftsmanship,
plant craftsmanship, and other crafts and handicrafts that are widely
famous across the Gulf, Arab and international communities.

The many authentic crafts and handicrafts make up a vital part of
the cultural heritage depth of the Kingdom. Some crafts and handicrafts
passed down through successive generations since ancient times still
enjoy greatimportancein society and are spread throughout the Kingdom,
although they are more widely visible in several major regions, where
crafts and handicrafts are still a cornerstone of their cultural identity and
geographical and environmental nature, including but not limited to the
Eastern Region, Makkah, Madinah, Asir, Tabuk, Al-Jawf, and Ha'il, where
crafts and handicrafts produced in such areas remain the main source
of income for many families who market their products directly to their
communities or contribute to providing the requirements needed by the
business sector, in addition to its role in highlighting the elements of the
national heritage, and being one of the appropriate sources of women
contributions in rural and Bedouin communities.

National strategy for development of handicraft sector
With special attention attached by many countries to develop
the handicraft sector, being a huge potential source to provide job
opportunities, a generating source for diverse economic resources, and
a factor in breathing fresh air for business and tourism, while serving as
a catalyst to highlight the dimensions of civilizations and the cultural
heritage of countries, the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia has approved a
national strategy for the development of the handicraft sector. With the
tone and stage set for a balanced and sustainable development strategy,
it seeks to achieve the goals of cultural and economic diversity, through
organizing the sector and benefiting from successful global experiences in
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the Kingdom, which retain their cultural heritage value to date. They are
developed as ever-changing modernity comes into play. Each region of
the Kingdom depends for crafts and handicrafts production on the raw
materials provided by the surrounding environment or immediate vicinity.
The sources of raw materials include fauna, flora, denizens, and mineral
raw materials, along with other materials that uniquely characterize each
region. Artisans and craftsmen in such areas are keen to adapt to and
utilize malleable materials. Perhaps the availability of such raw materials
in some areas is one of the most important reasons for continuum as a
cultural heritage nexus between the past and the present to weather any
factors contributory to causing possible obliteration.

Of great note, the crafts and handicrafts in the Kingdom are uniquely
richandabundant; theyareas subtly diverseastheenvironmentoftheareas
in which they are produced. Some cities and regions are uniquely home to

some products, and certain products represent common similarities. The
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become in most countries an integral part of the economics of cultural,
recreational, religious, tourism, and business sectors; it accounts for 20%
of the total economic returns achieved by tourism worldwide.

Experienced artisans and craftsmen believe that they display cultural
heritage characteristics not provided by modern technologies. They also
believe that, unlike modern machines, they immaculately accomplish
pieces of work with their professional talents. In the same vein, they add
that the crafts and handicrafts that they produce enhance human self-
confidence, social roles, and values in the community, thus maintaining
one's national heritage against destruction. Equally important, they also
see that crafts and handicrafts are not just consumer products; they form
a vital part of the cultural component of society, which must be preserved
and protected. More importantly, those entrusted should be given
appropriate and continued support.

Again, attention and care should be placed on crafts and handicrafts
to ensure survival and continuum. Ever since its creation, human beings
have practiced many of the crafts and handicrafts that were needed by
primitive communities at the time. Artisans and craftsmen enjoyed a
special appreciation in society because they performed an important and
indispensable piece of work; through such handicrafts, they fulfilled the
requirements of people in their daily lives. Throughout the ages, artisans
and craftsmen worked hard, developed their experiences, invested in their
talents, and immortalized many crafts and handicrafts that still embody
their cultural heritage dimensions or have been developed according to
the requirements of the modern time.

Across the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and all over the Arabian Peninsula
— before and after the dawn of Islam — spanning the past and the present,
various crafts and handicrafts passed downthrough generations flourished
and survived; many regions of the Kingdom became famous for such crafts
and handicrafts, based on the raw and primary material made available.
Many crafts and handicrafts gained prominence from the sites in which
they originated. Cities and governorates in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
have become famous for their cultural heritage of handicrafts. Over time,
the finest crafts and handicrafts have been produced in various regions of

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector



aesthetic,andculturalheritagevalue.Overtherecentyears, the handicrafts
sector has come into play, with more growing interest evinced across

many countries as to diversify sources of income. As concerted efforts
are made to search for economic resources left untapped, it has become
critically necessary to attach special attention to cultural heritage, with a
breath of fresh air, and integrate them into development pathways. Given
the impressively huge cultural heritage stock of crafts and handicrafts,
it has highlighted the paramount importance of the handicraft sector,
especially with the keen interest to diversify its economic sources, the
departure from complete dependence on the oil sector, while establishing
a strategic vision aimed at reutilizing the capabilities and abilities available
in various fields.

The Kingdom's Vision 2030 was the ideal gateway to introduce broader
development horizons to achieve the ambitious economic goals. The
handicraft sector is not on the periphery of Vision 2030; it is one of the
vital pathways that has gained prominence, given the ancient visible
infrastructure along with the direct connection with immediate and
future development options, such as cultural and tourism development.
According to the World Tourism Organization, the handicraft sector has
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Human Dialogue with Raw Materials
and Local Environment

Crafts and handicrafts are industries and trades produced by human
hands. Such handicrafts may use some simple tools or machines. They are
produced by a single artisan or a group of artisans, drawing on natural local
materials and using traditional methods. Artisans and craftsmen utilize
individual mental and manual skills, supported by the experiences gained
through apprenticeship, training, practice, and expertise that helped
such artisans and craftsmen to be engaged in continued harmony with
the materials and components produced and made available by their local
environment, as well as the constant search to learn the ropes and the
secrets of such crafts and handicrafts mastered out of faith before being
adire need.

Crafts and handicrafts are usually considered a cultural value that
reflects the extent of the development of cultural heritage through
ancient times. With this in mind, crafts and handicrafts convey and
communicate the customs, traditions, and social behaviors that once
burgeoned and flourished, while revealing the nature of ancient life, even if
the view of those making such a cultural value seems in many cases unfair.
The rapid change in lifestyles coupled with the many alluringly attractive
opportunities to improve the quality of life made many professional
artisans and craftsmen unwilling to remain engaged in such activity, thus
detaching the new generations from any relevant tasks, as to inherit its
cultural value and pride themselves on being part of their cultural heritage.

On the other hand, they do not prefer inheriting it as a line of the job
by profession; it remains out of the scope of their choices. Despite this, it
is still a passion for many fans and enthusiasts, who believe in its artistic,
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Identifying, rehabilitating, and commercializing the sites of
handicrafts while stimulating investment and creating job
opportunities.

Identifying the most important cultural heritage assets of
handicrafts that would represent global icons of the identity of the
Kingdom along with the values it represents globally.

Joining the UNESCO global campaign to preserve the cultural
heritage of handicrafts, registering different types of crafts and
handicrafts on the UNESCO World Heritage List, while developing
and implementing intellectual property laws.

Establishing centers for handicraft creativity across all regions of
the Kingdom.

Mandating and entrusting the Heritage Commission with the
activities of identifying, inventorying, archiving, fostering
awareness and education campaigns, training, planning while
providing government consultations to the handicraft sector.
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The Heritage Commission Strategy for the development of the
handicraft heritage included the key sections of the lessons learned

in such a manner as to be part of the integrated vision of the Heritage

Commission. The key sections include the following:

Establishing a pioneering handicraft sector to conduct the heritage
programs of handicrafts and promote such programs at the
national level.

Updating the laws and legislations related to the heritage sector of
handicrafts.

Establishing a national registry for artisans and craftsmen that
includes all the assets and types of the cultural heritage of
handicrafts in the Kingdom.

Promoting the value of the cultural heritage of handicrafts of
the Kingdom internationally by disseminating information and
fostering awareness of the vital importance of the Saudi heritage
assets.
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Components of Cultural Heritage
of Handicrafts

The cultural heritage of handicrafts in the Kingdom is one of the most
important cultural components of the Saudi civilization; it makes up one of
the vital links of history that forms a continued nexus that holds the past,
present and future into one melting pot. More so, it is an essential part of
the nationalidentity, best reflected in physical and moral manifestations of
the national cultural identity. It sets the tone for places, values, customs,
traditions, patterns of human expression and creative production, both
individual and collective products, such as paintings, drawings, mosaics,
sculptures, manuscripts, handicrafts along with other handmade products
of high quality, talents, and skills, using traditional tools and methods
passed down through a sequence of successive generations. Thanks go
to the cultural heritage, through which one learns about the illustrious
past and cultural identity steeped in human history. The cultural heritage
of handicrafts represents the tangible and intangible aspects of the Saudi
cultural heritage. It best expresses the cultural identity of the Saudi society
and reflects the social, economic and political conditions that it has gone
through during the different periods of time.

Research and implementation pathways
of handicraft heritage

The Heritage Commission has transformed the lessons learned
from the benchmarking standards related to the handicraft sector in the
Kingdom into theoretical and practical pathways proposed for further
study, research and implementation.

Urban Heritage - Trades and Handicrafts Sector ﬂ
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training courses in the heritage fields, building educational programs
related to the heritage sector, supporting efforts to further develop the
national heritage, promoting the level of interest and awareness about
cultural heritage, protecting national heritage from obliteration, licensing
activities related to the relevant tasks of the Heritage Commission,
creating a database for the heritage sector, investment, establishing
companies, or contributing to corporate establishment, while making
concerted efforts to protect, maintain, restore, manage and develop all
heritage assets for visitors, carrying out surveys and excavations for useful
executive purposes, protecting and preserving heritage assets, such
as historical buildings, and archaeological sites that fall within privately
owned assets.
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« Protection, rehabilitation, and refurbishment, including restoration

and rehabilitation of urban heritage buildings.

« Surveys, excavations, and archaeological research studies.

« Investment and operation of national heritage sites.

« Development of the sector of handicrafts.

» Registration and management of heritage sites in the UNESCO

World Heritage List.

Equally important, the Heritage Commission Strategy adopts eight
key pillars to set the stage and tone for the infrastructure for development
in various themes and stages, including:

« Protecting and managing efficiently the cultural wealth portfolio

and archaeological sites.

* Promoting research and developing human resources specialized

in heritage.

« Usingstate-of-the-art technologies in the heritage value chain.

« Establishing appropriate regulations, provisions, and licenses.

« Creating extensive partnerships with the private sector (business

projects).

e Providing funding by the Saudi government, while supporting

international agencies.

« Fostering awareness among the general public, while enhancing

cultural heritage.

« Working through large-scale partnerships at the local and global

levels.

The Heritage Commission has developed an integrated vision for its
objectives, tasks, special roles, and areas of competence. Keenly enthused
to incorporate such bedrock foci in its strategy for the development
of the cultural heritage of the Kingdom, the strategy defines several
competencies for the Heritage Commission, including proposing draft
regulations required by the special nature of the tasks mandated,
encouraging financingandinvestmentinareasrelated to the competencies
of the Heritage Commission, encouraging individuals, institutions and
companies to produce and develop content in the heritage sector,
proposing standards and criterion for the heritage sector, holding bespoke
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Introduction

Heritage Commission Strategy
for Saudi Heritage Development

The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, which spans and sprawls across the
largest expanse of the Arabian Peninsula, is enormously rich with a whole
raft of historical and heritage sites, and thousands of unique handicrafts,
artifacts, and antiquities, which are considered a cultural treasure, par
excellence, reflecting the role played by the people of the Arabian Peninsula
in building the ancient civilizations that thrived and burgeoned across the
vast expanses of the Kingdom. Taken together, such uniqueness has now
been bequeathed to generations to be a vital part of the human heritage
included in the UNESCO World Heritage List. With such cultural heritage
coming into play in 2020, the Kingdom has placed particular attention on
the national heritage.

Therefore, the Ministry of Culture has been mandated and entrusted
with the sector of trades and handicrafts. Officially empowered, the
Ministry of Culture in turn has established the Heritage Commission to be
the official body tasked with developing the Kingdom's national heritage
in all relevant sectors, including Antiquities Sector, Urban Heritage Sector,
Trades and Handicrafts Sector, and Intangible Heritage Sector. As part of
the Heritage Commission Strategy, the foundations have been established
to further develop the national heritage of the Kingdom, as well as its
mission to protect, manage and enable innovation and sustainable
development of the components of cultural heritage to achieve its vision
that celebrates the national heritage of the Kingdom as a global national
cultural wealth. The strategic tasks of the Heritage Commission include:
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